Davidson. Caught in the CIO-AFL split, Griepentrog's local, along with several others, decided to remain with the AFL. In the 1940s, he led successful organizing efforts in dozens of cookware manufacturing and electrical plants north of Milwaukee. With the failure of the UAW-AFL to win key auto plants, the organization retreated to its stronghold in Milwaukee and later became the Allied Industrial Workers.
As a young boy, Kenneth Clark moved to Milwaukee in 1929. He experienced his first taste of a labor dispute while working as a caddie. At the halfway house, the young golfers often remained in the bar and talked, sometimes for more than two hours. The caddies struck for 25 cents an hour for waiting. They won their demand. In high school, Clark participated in strike support when several big strikes erupted in Milwaukee in 1934 and 1935 . During the steel workers' organizing drives in 1937 and 1938, Clark was involved in more than a dozen such drives. On a picket line one day, he was arrested with Meyer Adelman, the first Regional Director of District 32 of the United Steel Workers. A life-long Socialist, Clark reflected: "We all thought we were building a better world for the workers. It sure makes me sad to see what we've got now."
Conference participants presented awards to two winners of the high school Labor History Essay Contest. Tamara Poff of Muskewgo, Wisconsin won $350 for a first prize essay. She described her experiences while spending a summer on the picket line with her grandfather, a teamster, who was on strike. Third prize winner, Micki McCartney of Green Bay, focused her essay on Arnold Zander, the founder of AFSCME, who was a Green Bay native. AFSCME was first started in Madison, Wisconsin in 1936.
Kelly Sparks, president of UAW Local 180 at the J. I. Case plant, provided the audience with a brief history of his union. Sparks, who also serves as the secretary of the WLHS, paid a moving tribute to his friend Art Rohan. A founding member of the old Automobile, Carriage^ and Wagon Workers' Union and a UAW activist, Rohan died at the age of 95.
Closing out the meeting, labor songwriter-singer Larry Penn performed his most recent composition, "The Ghosts of Bay View." The song was written to commemorate the 100-year anniversary of the shooting of seven striking workers outside the Bay View Rolling Mills in Milwaukee. Occurring the day following the Haymarket events, the conflict in Bay View had resulted from a mass strike by skilled and unskilled workers who demanded the eight-hour day. The conference ended, as always, with several verses of "Solidarity Forever."
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